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The Commission on Population and Development, originally under the title Commission on Population, was founded on October 3,1946 by the Economic and Social Council in resolution III. The primary reason for the formation of this commission was a follow up on the actions taking place within the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development. The commission is to advise the Economic and Social Council in matters of population and development at the regional, national and international levels. For the commission to do so, the commission has three main roles. The first is advise and find data on five different key points: Population issues and trends, integrating population and development strategies, population and related development policies and program, provision of population assistance, upon request, to developing countries and, on a temporary basis, to countries with economies in transition and any other population and development questions that either the United Nations, subcommittees or the specialized agencies may seek advice. Second is monitoring, reviewing and assessing the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development at the national, regional and global levels, identifying reasons for success and failure, and advising the Council furthermore on those subjects. The last role is providing appropriate recommendations to the Council on how to integrate the report’s conclusions and issues related to the completion of the Programme of Action.

I. The Impact of New Technologies on Developing Countries
Given the rapid increase in the development and utilization of new technologies among developed countries since the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals, the United Nations has taken increased steps to analyze the affect of these new technologies on developing countries, specifically countries with industrializing, and agricultural economies. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), in conjunction with various IGOs such as the Commission on Population and Development have written reports on numerous issues pertaining to new technologies in developing countries, with special importance being placed on biotechnology, telecommunications and software development in developing economies, and the integration of developing countries into the new global economy.

Many developing countries have agricultural economies, the success of which involves the export of agricultural goods. Advances in biotechnology such as the development of more effective fertilizers and pesticides have the potential to greatly increase agricultural output in these countries. As is outlined in the UNCTAD report on Capacity Building for Participation of Developing Countries in the Bioeconomy, there has been a lack of funding and foreign investment in developing countries, resulting in significantly less agricultural output in these nations than in their developed counterparts.
 Many developing nations lack the technological capabilities to implement new biotechnologies by themselves. This problem is compounded by the stiff competition they face from heavily subsidized agricultural sectors in developed countries. As a result, some IGOs have begun work to increase foreign investment in developing countries biotechnology industries and propose market-based solutions to the current dearth of funding.

Biotechnology also has the potential to drastically increase food output and alleviate hunger in developing countries. The report by the Secretary-General on the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 58/200: Science and Technology for Development outlines the current obstacles to implementing these technologies for the purposes of hunger alleviation.
 Although there are many committees and organizations working towards this goal, there is no framework in place for coordinating their efforts. The result has been sporadic progress in different directions resulting in little real progress. The funding for technologies to alleviate hunger is there, mainly as a result of the progress made under the Millennium Development Goals. Making sure that funding is used effectively is important. This can be implemented either through the expansion of biotechnology use in developing countries or through other means has proven difficult.

Recent breakthroughs in telecommunications technology and software development have the potential to transform developing countries’ economies through the implementation of new service-based industries. The UNCTAD report Changing Dynamics of Global Computer Software and Services Industry: Implications for Developing Countries points out the importance of the technological services industry in coordinating and enhancing the functions of traditional industries.
 Though developed countries continue to maintain a massive advantage in the technology services industries, the potential remains for developing countries to use these industries to supplement and support the development of their manufacturing and heavy industries. Software and service-based industries require less infrastructure and offer a faster and more effective path to modernization for developing countries. As a result, many in the international community are increasingly beginning to see these service-based technology industries as the best way to expand developing economies and alleviate poverty. This expansion however is contingent upon support from the international community that has so far been lacking.

One of the ways explored to support these service-based industries is through public-private joint initiatives. The General Assembly Resolution 60/205, Science and Technology for Development affirms the importance of these initiatives and their ability to strengthen existing mechanisms.
 These public-private initiatives have proven very successful at facilitating the transfer of services technology from advanced countries to developing countries. They have resulted in both international and national domestic level support for developing countries as well as several commissions designed to monitor the progress being made in these technology sectors. However, this success has come in spite of relatively lax international support. An efficient framework devoted to the support of these public-private initiatives and to the expansion of trans-national technology exchange still does not exist.

One of the key transformations that has begun, as a result of the impact of new technologies on developing countries is the integration of these countries into the new global economy. A successful formula has begun to emerge for how developing countries should use new technologies to move their economies from an agricultural base, to a modern industrialized economy. The UNCTAD report Transfer of Technology for Successful Integration into the Global Economy provides three case studies of developing countries that have successfully moved from an import substitution based development strategy to an export oriented one.
 These transitions have been made possible in large part due to the transfer of new technologies into their economies. The instance of the development of the Brazilian aerospace industry in particular offers a case in which a state-supported industry, with the help of new technology, has been able to transition into an internationally competitive industry. However, there is currently no framework in place for applying this transition template to other developing nations.

The Millennium Development goals set high standards for the alleviation of hunger and poverty in developing countries. One way to achieve these goals, which has so far proven promising, is through the implementation of new technologies in developing countries economies, to help them modernize their economic systems and raise their standard of living. Though progress has been made in this direction, there is still much more that could be done with the strong backing of the international community.

Additional Resources
The Biotechnology Promise


http://stdev.unctad.org/docs/biotech.pdf
Report by the Secretary-General on the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 58/200: Science and Technology for Development


http://stdev.unctad.org/docs/a-60-184.pdf
Changing Dynamics of Global Computer Software and Services Industry: Implications for Developing Countries


http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/psitetebd12.en.pdf
General Assembly Resolution 60/205, Science and Technology for Development


http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/ares60d205_en.pdf
Transfer of Technology for Successful Integration into the Global Economy


http://www.unctad.org/en/docs//iteipc20036_en.pdf
II. The Role of Sexual Education and Birth Control

to Stop Effects on Population Explosion

The global growth of population poses a significant threat that must be addressed. Countries suffer the most under population explosion because they can’t support basic infrastructure for a fast growing population. The economies of these underdeveloped countries cannot provide enough jobs. This can lead to extreme social strife, even civil war. Also, when populations grow over a certain limit the resources present in the region become scarce and can lead to another source of tension and even conflict. This makes the control of population growth an important concern. Population growth has increased rapidly in the last 150 years because of the industrial revolution, which lead to better standard of living. The progress in medicine has lead to a decrease in child mortality. Also the medicine is able to cure most sicknesses, which lead to less people dying because of illnesses.

Traditional measures that the Commission on Population and Development has suggested have shown results, but not on a global scale. A problem that is being encountered is the conflict between the values and norms of the United Nations that every person should have freedom to make their own decisions but for the sake of controlling population growth people have suggested that a control on the size of a family could be efficient. This policy has been implemented in China. A less controversial policy is family planning. Family planning is when the parents sit down and actively discuss how big their family should be and when they want to have kids. This also takes economical, social and cultural factors into account. This is important because it shows how important the flow of information is to control population growth. Another problem is that uneducated people engage into sexual activities.  This leads to unwanted children and in most underdeveloped countries people are not informed about how children are conceived and how it could be prevented. The upraising of children is a huge economic burden on the parents and in particular in developing countries, where the parents can barely support themselves. This means that children further worsen their economic situation. This leaves them in poverty and takes away every chance they had to improve their standard of living
.  

Education of both males and females is fundamental to control population growth because if both sides are educated they know that there are options, because they know how to have sexual intercourse without reproducing. This means that countries that implement extensive sexual education programs can control their population growth because their population can make a better-informed decision. The availability is therefore crucial to the control of population explosion.

The availability of birth control is another crucial aspect in controlling population growth. Birth control has to be provided to the public because if they are educated they need the means to be able to use their newly won knowledge in an effective way, which means that birth control has to be available. 
The role of women is crucial, because studies have shown that when the female demographic is being educated that birth rates go down. This has various reasons. One is that women with education beyond basic levels join the job market and pursue their own careers and also through having their own income they become independent from males which traditionally worked and supported the family. This all leads to the fact that women desire to become pregnant after they had a successful career and not as soon as they are able too. Not only the women become more independent but it also directly effects the economy because a larger part of the population is participating in the work force GDP is increase which leads to an overall higher standing of living and the possibility for the state to develop domestic infrastructure.
 

Sexual education and birth control are the only measures that can be taken to control population growth because every other suggestion has fundamental problems. It is proven by medical studies and also surveys that people who are educated about the sexual activities and have access to birth control will lead to a decrease in population growth. As shown by studies, sexual education and birth control have to be spread around the globe if the international community wants to be able to control population growth. 

Additional Resources

Population, Religion and Sex Education by Brent Jessop (2007): 
cation.htm" 


http://www.knowledgedrivenrevolution.com/Articles/200712/20071224_Bomb_Sex_Ed

cation.htm

World Population Monitoring 2003, Department of Economic and Social Affairs Population Division 

http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/publications.htm 
Overpopulation: The Population Explosion by Paul and Anne Ehrlich:

http://www.dieoff.org/page27.htm
42nd Session of the UN Commission on Population and Development:

http://www.un.org/esa/population/cpd/cpd2009/comm2009.htm
World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision:

http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/wpp2006/wpp2006.htm
III. Concerns of Rural to Urban Migration Patterns 

From the many reports available, it is very clear that populations of rural areas will be in decline shortly. Urban growth is occurring at an unprecedented rate and is not expected to slow.  This is specifically happening in less developed regions.  Africa and Asia currently have the lowest rates of urban dwelling, but by 2030, they will have the largest population in urban settings.  They are also expected to see this growth within one generation.  The increased amount of the population living in city, village, or metropolis will be the first time in human history that half of the population will be living in such areas.  The transitions being made globally to city-dwelling inherently hold many benefits, but they also pose risks.  To best harness cities for our use, the international community must ensure that the risks are decreased, while the potential to be gained from cities increases.  The questions that naturally arise stem from issues regarding development patterns.  The rate at which unprecedented change is proceeding only complicates issues already well-known to the international community.  Education, environmental health, water sanitation, and uneven development become important issues in light of urbanization.

Cities are hubs for international commerce and communication.  They can be the source for many to gain an understanding of their location in a way they never have before.  Educational opportunities circulate and are extended.  Citizens can become students and gain an opportunity to improve the world they live in and their original country.  Citizens also have the opportunity to leave their country of origin for another in which to study.  The fear of “Brain Drain,” or these students never returning to bring the added value to the country of origin, drives the thinking of some countries on immigration. Therefore, students should consider how Member States should open themselves up to new ideas and opportunities, while ensuring their survival.

There are also questions of high-skilled and law-skilled labor. How will customs unions, such as the EU, confront these problems in the face of changing immigration laws as they expand?  How will a more integrated global economy face the challenges inherent in transportation?  It is easy to transport capital and goods, but labor movement becomes more complicated.  How does the international community ensure that common opportunities exist between localities in the face of threats of change?

The question that remains is a general one, how do states manage immigration so it can be a good thing, in the face of the threats it brings.  How do states prevent their localities from becoming like those in Mumbai and Accra, where massive squalor is overlooked by luxury?  These locations boast some of the most stunning transitions to developed regions and have high levels of education and opportunity, but they also are sites of some of the largest black markets and slums.

How do Member States ensure a legitimate economy and high standard of living for as many citizens as possible, while seeking to increase development where they are currently seeing development?  If Member States put money into areas that are already receiving a lot of monetary benefit and developmental benefits, these regions will continue to be more developed and have a better advantage than the areas that don’t receive money.  As income inequality increases, it becomes increasingly harder and harder for a Member State to aid the less-advantaged regions, without sacrificing large benefits from a lack of materials to the profitable areas.  To maintain stable economies and domestic relations, it is crucial for income inequality to be as low as possible.  Areas like Mumbai show the exact opposite.  

A continuing challenge for domestic politicians is the dilemma between rural and urban living arrangements.  Many people migrate, especially to urban locations, for an increase in their welfare, which can be facilitated by multinational corporations or industrialized cities.  As these cities grow larger and the benefits must be distributed between an increasing number of people, but the benefits of city-life remain, a Member State will always face the challenge of an increased mobilization of people to this region, while seeing the benefits decrease.  How do Member States maintain the value of their cities as their resources are increasingly depleted?  

How are living standards affected as the number of people in cities is increased and how does this vary between different cities and countries?  Access to clean water, population density, the percentage of the population living in slums, energy use, and carbon dioxide emissions are all affected by the number of people in a location.  These are also affected by standards and regulations.  How can the international community ensure that all people have access to resources in these situations, in light of the uneven patterns of development and regulation?

The most intriguing and challenging questions about rural to urban migration are one in the same.  The questions seek to provide answers to the lifestyles of migrants that could be harmed through migration.  The questions also seek to challenge the pattern of uneven opportunity, development, and equality in the regions, like Mumbai, seeing some of the largest advances.

Additional Resources 

Commission on Population and Development. (2008). Forty-first Session. Resolutions and Decisions adopted by the Commission – Resolution 2008/1: Population Distribution, Urbanization, Internal Migration and Development.

Commission on Population and Development. (2008). Forty-first Session. Report on the Forty-First Session. Economic and Social Council: Official Records 2008, Supplement No. 5.

Fan, Simon, C. and Stark, Oded. (2008). Rural-to-Urban Migration, Human Capital, and Agglomeration. /Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization/, 68(1), 234-247.

Global Forum on Migration and Development. (2007). Summary Report-First Meeting. United Nations General Assembly: Sixty-Second Session, Second Committee, Agenda item 56: Globalization and Interdependence.

Grant, Richard and Nijman, Jan. (2004). The Rescaling of Uneven Development in Ghana and India. /Royal Dutch Geographical Society KNAG/, 95(5), 467-481.
Obaid, Thoraya Ahmed. (2008, April 7). Putting People First. Statement to the United Nations Commission on Population and Development.
Population Division. (2007). Population Newsletter. United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
�  Department of Economic and Social Affair: Population Division http://www.un.org/esa/population/cpd/aboutcom.htm


� Capacity Building for Participation of Developing Countries in the Bioeconomy (UNCTAD/ITE/IPC/MISC/2004/2)


� General Assembly Resolution 58/200: Science and Technology for Development (A/60/184)


� Changing Dynamics of Global Computer Software and Services Industry: Implications for Developing Countries (UNCTAD/ITE/TEB/12)


� General Assembly Resolution 60/205, Science and Technology for Development (A/RES/60/205)


� Transfer of Technology for Successful Integration into the Global Economy (UNCTAD/ITE/IPC/2003/6)


� Overpopulation: The Population Explosion by Paul and Anne


� World Population Monitoring 2003, Department of Economic and Social Affairs Population Division 


� World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision


� Population, Religion and Sex Education by Brent Jessop (2007)
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