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Poetry Explication Assignment

Objective: to learn how to “pick apart” a poem to unveil its deeper meanings

PART 1: The monologue and annotations

Steps:


1. Because the monologues are so short, please type your poem

a. Print your poem and then annotate and explicate right on the poem.

b. Using the REVIEW tab, highlight phrases or lines and then click NEW COMMENT to type your annotations and explications. Then, print when completed.

2. Find 2 references within the poem that allow you to discuss STYLE. Label each as STYLE, then explain what you think the connotation, the deeper or symbolic meaning of it. Stylistic choices are:

a. Repetition (repeated words or phrases)
b. Indentions (tabs)
c. Punctuation (what does a comma show vs. an ellipses? A dash? An explanation point? Nothing?)
d. Diction (interesting word choices)

e. Rhyme (words that have the same end sound)
3. Find 2 references within the poem that allow you to discuss POETIC DEVICES. Label each as POETIC DEVICES, then explain what you think the connotation, the deeper or symbolic meaning of it. Poetic device choices are:

a. Similes or metaphors (2 unlike objects compared to show a similar characteristic)
b. Personification (giving an inanimate object human characteristics)
c. Alliteration (repetition of consonants)
d. Assonance (repetition of vowels)
e. Symbolism (concrete objects that represent an ideal)
f. Allusion (reference to another text)
g. Imagery (use of sight details to SHOW action, emotion, etc.)
h. Sensory details (use of all 5 senses to SHOW action, emotion, etc.)

i. Hyperbole (overstated to exaggerate)
j. Understatement (understatement)
Part 2: Paragraph of synthesis
Write a well-developed paragraph in which you…

1. Start with a topic sentence that states the author, the book, and the character---stating who the character is in terms of his/her role or status in the community.
2. Add a sentence that explains where, plot-wise, your monologue takes place. In other words, explain what was happening in the text before your character’s monologue.

3. Explain your 2 stylistic observations and your 2 poetic device observations and what these reveal about your character and the story.

4. End with a concluding sentence that summarizes your paragraph.
