Witness by Karen Hesse – AP Chart

CHARACTER

QUOTES




INFERENCE/QUESTION/ PREDICTION/CONNECTION
Leanora           “separated on the stage from all those limb-tight white girls.”
*White girls didn’t want to dance, nervous, fearful, worried, just sitting there. 






         Page 3          indented text                                              Segregated, important text



    “Only Esther didn’t mind about me being colored.” *She (Esther) isn’t prejudice. Are they friends? Esther didn’t judge her for it; didn’t think about her color.

Page 7  “..torn from the town paper…black faced coons…You’re already nothing but a wild brown island” *Racist, prejudice, newspaper is racist and prejudice.



    “Felt like skidding on ice…felt like twisting steel…” *Life sliding out of control, she is angry about reading article.

Page 10 “Willie said:…talked about lighting you and your daddy up…you’d be cheap fuel, they said…walked out of school…I didn’t feel the cold, I was that scorched.” *Wille is racist, said cruel things about Leanora and her dad. She walks out of school, which, in a way, is defending her and her father. Interesting comparison of warmth and cold. 

 Page 13  “I told daddy I wasn’t going back to school…daddy said: of course you are” *Shows that she needs to be tough, she needs to make sure that she gets an education, even if she encounters racism.

Page 15  “Reverend by the name of revealed Jesus…better get his brave behind up North…is sure to get him lynched” *Leanora’s father is not racist, but the reverend is doing things that will get him lynched. Up North, he will not be punished in that manner.

Page 27   “He[Lewis] got himself killed yesterday…this time the sand slid right down on top of Lewis and buried him…I am being buried ,too, in all this whiteness.” *Lewis was killed by bullies, the sand was pushed on top of him and he drowned. Leanora is being buried by the cruelness that the white people in her life display.

 Page 35 “…A rich boy. He was kidnapped…that boy was fourteen… And now he is dead. And he was rich. And he was white.” *A rich white boy is killed, and it seems like Leanora is realizing that bad things happen to everyone.

Page 40/41 “…While I worked, he [Mr. Field] talked…he started on civil war stories…’I saw brigade of negroes under general burnside…those negro soldiers chased the rebels out…You come by anytime, Miss Sutter’…I marched home in a straight line, with my back tall…” *Leanora realizes that Mr. Field isn’t prejudice and that not all white people are racist. This surprises her, and she walks home like a soldier; she is so proud of the negro soldiers.

Page 47 “When I was taking care of Mr. Field…he showed me a Remington portable typewriter, almost new…I would have liked a machine like that to write on. But if I went carrying a big old typewriter home…he’d get ten calls before I got halfway to the covered bridge, telling him how some colored girl stole some expensive machinery. Not worth the trouble.” *She is offered a type writer from Mr. Field. She can’t have it though, because people would believe that she had stolen it. She decides it is not worth the trouble to take it. 

Page 54 “ I woke up Saturday night…on the hill across the valley, I saw a flame rising…it was a cross burning…but no matter how I turned, the light from the cross curled its bright claws under the door.” *She sees the cross burning, and tries to escape it. She is disturbed but what she has seen.
Merlin     Page 4 “Opened window…to get the stink of Leanora…out of the room” *Demonizing her, dehumanizing her, demoralizing her.


             “..Witchy girl…fuming eyes…put a curse on me…”  *Racist, dance recital, opened a window but left because there was a black girl in the room.



  Page 38 “It took of them my age…they planned for weeks to kidnap, to kill. To see how it felt. To prove they could. It didn’t matter about jail, or being haunted by ghosts, didn’t even matter about going to hell…If I wanted to, I could kill someone all by myself…” *Not only ‘bad’ people kill, evil comes in many shapes and forms. Merlin is eighteen, he is cocky, and racist. He thinks that he could get away with murder.



  Page 48 “Mary said: What about we get married Merle?..come bust me out of this place Merle..I like Mary find, maybe enough to marry her…we could get married in Ku Klux robes…I have yet to pay my 10 dollars to the Klan…she bought all her shoes from the Jew store.” *Merlin really likes Mary, but is not sure about her. She bought all her shoes from a Jewish store, and he thinks that would be a problem with the KKK.  He isn’t actually a member yet.


  Page 50 “Constable Johnson told me that it’d be better if I watched my step after the trouble I got in for trying to help Mary.” *He [Merlin] got into a lot of trouble after breaking Mary out. He must watch what he is doing, if he doesn’t want to get into trouble again.



  Page 53 “I don’t care what constable Johnson says…I went up with Johnny Reeves and them…fiery cross…I can still see it when I close my eyes.” *Ignore’s Constable Johnson’s  warning, and goes to the cross burning. 
Esther      Page 5“I did first meet Sara Chickering…She has knowings of all things else.”      *She seems young, she (Sara Chickering) is nice and takes care of them. Homeless? 

Page 9  “The preacher man, Johnning Reeves…Neighbor, oh Neighbor…He gets up and yells at her, she yells at him.” *Esther sees Johnny Reeves and a ‘girl’. He was doing something he shouldn’t have been to the girl. 

Page 17 “In New York…whose poor head did have a bullet inside it…daddy says that bullets are a very bad thing…you can even get a shooting in the head and still be okay…so it has to be true.” *Esther is worried about the senator who had been shot. Still a young child, she believes what her father and Sara say. Blind trust of adults?

Page 36 “My brain did get hurt yesterday…it did get hurt a little like Senator Greene…I did fall and hit my head on a rock…my brain is feeling all good feelings again…Doc Flitt says I am like Senator Green only I did get better so much faster.” *She has an accident while playing.  She injures her head badly, and, in her eyes, it seems to be the equivalent to what happened to Senator Greene. Helps her to see that she can trust the adults around her.
Page 42/43 “When the barn cat did have her six  little kittens, Sara Chickering had takings of the baby kittens away from their momma…I did go along the railroad tracks…I do like the little kittens, even when they are blind… I did go along the railroad tracks…I did think I could find them before they had leavings on the train  to heaven…I could have no findings  of the little kittens.”*Still uses Sara’s entire name. Is it out of respect or something more ?Esther likes the kittens, and wants to keep them. She is naïve, she thinks that the train will bring the kittens to heaven. She walks the tracks, and finds none of the kittens.

Page 56/57 “Sara Chickering did take me for a walk…and I did laugh at her…a whippoorwill had singes, and the music did come from Sara Chickering’s mouth.”* She and Sara are bonding, and Sara seems to be quite happy.

Page 60 “Someone did wrap a letter over a stone and they did send through Sara Chickering’s kitchen window…She made angry sayings…I like having sleeps with Sara Chickering…”* Their house is defaced by the KKK. Esther’s father stays up while Sara and Esther sleep. Esther might like to sleep with Sara because she reminds Esther of her mother.
Percelle  Page 8 “…It’s not my fault…Don’t blame me. The roads were bad.” *He doesn’t want to be blamed for the death or being racist. Leanora’s mother caught a cold/phenomena and died in the spring.  He must be a sheriff of the town. He wasn’t using a “racist” slang when talking about the Sutters.  Because he keeps saying that he wasn’t on duty or guilty, it sort of implies guilt.

Page 18  “The Ku Klux Klan wants to rent a place… why shouldn’t they?” *He is okay with them renting the town hall, he is accepting the fact that they are in his town. Maybe he is considering joining?

Page 37 “…They solved the case of that murder of fourteen-year-old Bobby Franks…said they’d [Nathan Leopold Jr. and Richard Loeb] been planning the job since November…they would have gotten away with murder.” *This puts trust back towards the police, there are some good things happening even when the KKK is predominant in the town.
Sara        page 11  “Nothing standing between her and the teeth of winter…put a mug, the chipped one…in her hands…” *Didn’t want to give a black girl the good cup, she tries not to be racist, but it comes out unintentionally. Maybe it was because Leanora was a child, and that she didn’t want to give her the good mug.

                      “Esther dragged my best quilt into the kitchen…only Esther would go lugging out the company best for a colored girl”  *Color doesn’t matter to Esther, she is kind to Leanora. Sara says this about Esther in an endearing way.  

         Page 23  “They say that maple sugar is becoming old fashioned…but to see Esther…her face star-blissed with sweet delight…it’s still all right.” *People say that maple sugar is going out of style, but after seeing Esther with the maple sugar, she believes that old things are always good.


Page 30 “Folks asked why I never married…father got a holiday from time to time. Mother did not…I may work as hard as my mother, but I’m drudge to no-one.” *Saw her mother working hard to manage her husband’s house; Sara doesn’t want that for herself. She doesn’t want to answer to anyone.


Page 45 “Its not hard putting up with Mr. Hirsh. He isn’t like my father. Maybe since he is so young…best man I ever saw.” *She is becoming impressed with Mr. Hirsh. Does she just respect him or is there something more?

Page 59 “I never thought much about it before. If Esther hadn’t needed a place the last minute…I might have joined the ladies’ Klan…it took having the Hirshes here to see straight to the end of it.” *Having Esther and her father living with her has changed her mind about the KKK. Was considering it.


Page 61 “Ira Hirsh saw in the paper an ad for a flat on main steet…He asked if he should take it. Get the Klan to leave me alone…to think of what they could drive away from my life with their filthy little minds.” *Wants the Hirshes to stay with her, she really likes them. She is starting to hate the KKK more and more because of what they are doing to her and her ‘family’.

Johnny      Page 14 “some preacher down south has himself a following of coloreds and whites…and still, neighbor, it grieves me to tell you that still, they let the devil go free…”  *The preacher is depicted as a devil for luring white people from their home.



     Page 16 “…down in the den of the devil…Negroes kill other negroes over gambling debts, over women, over gin…if we are patient…the negro problem will settle itself.”  *Indented text has a special meaning or is used for emphasis of the point. The Rev. is saying that the problem will be solved because they will kill themselves. 



     Page 21 “Have you seen the way the girls dance?...they must be stopped, not by law neighbor…it is up to us to lock our daughters in…until we destroy in them the wanton will of Satan.” *Girls of the 1920’s behaved much like the girls of today. The Rev. does not want them to behave that way for he thinks that Satan is driving them to do so. 



     Page 31 “We shall reign in the Kingdom…we shall strike them out, wipe them out, blot them out…we cast those who are not like us into the arms of Satan…come stand with me in the light, neighbor.” *Clearly states his racism and prejudice against those who aren’t like him.  He believes that the people he believes to be inferior should be destroyed, and that people like him should stand with him in the ‘light’. 



     Page 52 “…At the foot of the cross I smashed a railroad torch. The fire took off…The flames leaping , seeking heaven, neighbor, the white crucifix scoring the night blazed perfect. Perfect.” *Johnny participates in a cross burning, and enjoys it. He thinks that the cross burning is beautiful and majestic. 

Iris       page 19 “…I have a secret life too…I run booze…I know every foot between Boston and Montreal…I know the names of the customs officers…its got damn good springs” *Bootlegger, knows how to get by the customs officers and bribes them with either pie or herself. She is a prostitute of sorts.

      Page 28 “ Mrs. Miriam Ferguson…defeated the Klan candidate by 80,000 votes…she’ll be the first woman governor in the whole damn country.” *Wife of impeached governor, won against the Klan member. It sounds like she supports the woman running and winning; she doesn’t support the Klan. Is she racist?      


     Page 46 “ I know I shouldn’t be running liquor….by transporting hooch and I have made enough to fork out tuition for two of my brothers and my baby sister...” *She isn’t just running liquor for herself; she is running it to help provide a better life for her family. She doesn’t want her siblings to be trapped in the valley, like she is.
              Page 49 “Merlin Van Tornhout just can’t keep himself out of trouble…he goes driving off to rescue his 15-year-old girlfriend from an orphanage…boy’s got spirit, I’ll give him that…He should be back in a few days…it helps having Reynard Alexander as a friend. I should know.” *Merlin went to break out his girlfriend from an orphanage. He gets caught and detained. Reynard goes to help him; he is also a ‘good friend’ of Iris.


      Page 58 “I was born Protestant. But I’d join the Catholic Church before I’d through my lot in with the Klan.” *Willing to change her religion before she would join the Klan .The KKK is a protestant group, and she doesn’t want to join.

 Fitzgerald   Page 22 “The flapper is not the least bit alarming…we have nothing to fear…the opening of roses kept bud-tight so many years, it warms this aging soul.” *He believes that nothing bad will come from flappers, and that they[women] have finally broken their chains.

Harvey      Page 24 “The Klu Klux are here Vi…100 % American men…they have parades, Vi, and picnics, and speakers from all over…shouldn’t we join?” *Only wants to join for convenience, not for racism.



    Page 29 “If we join the Klan…how long could Bronson[rival store owner] last? Six months, nine?...It won’t be enough to keep Bronson flush, Vi. You’ll see.” *Tries to persuade his wife into joining by using the temptation of more business. It seems as if he still wants to join, but isn’t racist.



  Page 44 “ Did you know the average women is happiest when she prepares food in her own kitchen and sits down with the family to enjoy it?...Johnny Reeves was in the store…and he was preaching…got the family out of the restaurant and back to the dinner table…”*Is starting to believe what the KKK wants them to, through Rv. Reeves. Trying to change his wife and their way of life.


 Page 51 “When I go to the music store, I want everything…I did get what I wanted…when I can come home and listen in peace in my own chair.” *Starting to get selfish, and is now having disagreements with his wife.

Viola         Page 24 “…Those ‘good’ men thought a certain fella was keeping company with a married lady…held a pistol to his head…No, Harv, I don’t think we should.” *Tells her husband about the bad things the KKK have done, doesn’t want to join.



    Page 29 “…what about all our regulars, Harv?...We lose a lot of business…I don’t think so.” *She holds her ground, and states that the people who don’t like the Klan won’t shop at their store. 



    Page51 “Did you have to buy so many?...We’ll see how much peace you get, Mr. Pettibone…now it looks like we might just have to nail your records down instead.” *She is upset that Harvey has so many records, now they don’t have money. They are starting to have more disagreements.
Reynard     Page 26 “I have attempted to remain neutral…until I have reason to do otherwise.” *He knows the reality of the KKK, so as long as he has a choice, he will remain neutral towards them.



        Page 55 “…Only a lunatic would ignore the dry conditions…or perhaps it was the work of children, stirred by Griffith’s Birth of a Nation, that racist rubbish, which will not fade away.” *Thinks the cross burning was irrational, and thinks that Birth of a Nation might have influenced their [the people who are burning the cross] actions. 
