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Brave New World Topics
Name:__________________________________

Rank the following trends in modern society.  Use a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being fairly harmless to our society and 5 being potentially very destructive to our society.
1. The increase of sexual promiscuity and the decrease of monogamy
1------2------3------4------5
2. The erosion of the traditional family structure (the stable, two-parent home)

1------2------3------4------5

3. The use of recreational drugs

1------2------3------4------5

4. The break down of traditional, orthodox religion

1------2------3------4------5

5. Genetic engineering and cloning—tampering with the gene pool

1------2------3------4------5

6. Fertility clinics, sperm banks, and test tube babies—tampering with reproduction

1------2------3------4------5

7. The government’s use of mass media and propaganda to control the masses

1------2------3------4------5

8. Increasing apathy of voters

1------2------3------4------5

9. Materialism and consumerism

1------2------3------4------5

10. Division of society into classes
1------2------3------4------5

11. Loss of individuality
1------2------3------4------5
12.  Hedonism (a devotion to pleasure and happiness as a way of life)
1------2------3------4------5
13. Indifference to culture (art, music, and literature)
1------2------3------4------5

14. Legalized abortion
1------2------3------4------5
15. Pornography
1------2------3------4------5

16. Disrespect for intellectualism and the life of the mind
1------2------3------4------5

17. Rise of cities and destruction of nature
1------2------3------4------5

Choose 1 of the above to write a persuasive paragraph explaining why it is the most detrimental to society. This is due Monday, typed, double-spaced, with a creative title. Include the proper heading and be thoughtful with your word choices, organization, and persuasive language.
Lauren and Michele,

I’m going to use the attached document in a discussion—to prepare the kids for Socratic seminars.  I haven’t completely decided how…—maybe I’ll arrange the desks in two large circles, an inner one facing the outer one. In pairs, the kids will discuss the first topic for 1-2 minutes and then one circle will move over one desk and they’ll face another student and discuss the second topic for 1-2 minutes—and so on until they talk to everyone. 

My kids are very quiet—and haven’t loosened up to each other and to me.  I’m hoping this will free them up a bit and get them ready for next week’s seminar.

Cheryl

