Emerson / Thoreau Quotes

Pick 8 quotes (at least 3 from each author).  For each quote, (1) explain, in your own words, what the quote means; (2) explain how the quote fits the author’s philosophy of life; and then (3) explain why that idea matters to you.

EMERSON

1. “To be great is to be misunderstood.”

2. “Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist”

3. “Nothing can bring you peace but yourself”

4. “He is a good man who can receive a gift well”

5. “Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string”

6. “It is easy in the world to live after the world’s opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude”

THOREAU

1. “A man is rich in proportion to the things he can afford to let alone”

2. “In my experience, I have found nothing as impoverishing as what is called wealth”

3. “If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be.  Now put the foundations under them”

4. “Our life is frittered away by detail”

5. “The mass of men live loves of quiet desperation” 

6. “If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer.  Let him step to the music he hears, however measured or far away”

