Structured Political Argument
Belief Speech Assignment


Our first speech assignment is a belief speech. Your speech will be four minutes long. Your objective is to prove to me that you have mastered certain skills that are important in persuasive speaking. On the day of your speech, you will hand a typed copy of your speech to me. You will annotate your copy of the speech to show me your mastery of the skills required. Your speech must include the following elements:
1. A clear persuasive purpose. Put this in bold at the top of your paper, but do not read it as part of your speech. Example: The purpose of this speech is to convince the class that . . . (insert your purpose here). In the context of your speech, highlight your thesis statement in yellow.
2. A clear introduction that grabs the audience’s attention, helps the audience understand the tension in your chosen topic, and leads into the thesis of your speech. Bracket your introduction and label it off to the left as “introduction”

3. Three clearly delineated points that work together to persuade the audience of your thesis. For each of your points, bracket your point and label them to the left as point 1, point 2, or point 3.
4. At least two instances of ethos in persuasion, two examples of pathos, and two examples of logos. Highlight your uses of pathos in pink, your two uses of ethos in orange, and your two uses of logos in green.

5. Excellent use of claims, warrants, and sources. Please underline each of your claims once, your warrants twice, and your sources three times. Note: while John Chambers, a journalist from CNN.com might be a source, CNN.com or google.com do not qualify as sources.

6. A persuasive conclusion that brings a sense of closure to your speech. Again, bracket this and label it to the left of the conclusion.
In addition to these six elements, I will give you a grade on the overall effect of your speech and your delivery. You should probably think about allotting about 30 seconds to your introduction, 30 seconds to your conclusion, and one minute to each of your three main points. This speech will be worth 30 points.
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