Honors American Literature

Mr. Robinson

Fall 2009
Contact: 
jrobinson@lps.k12.co.us or (303) 347-6050 (English Office)

Office Hours: 
MWF 3rd  
TTH 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th in the English office (N7)
Course Description and Objectives

In this course, you explore American literature as it relates to our cultural identity. We will be reading novels, plays, short stories, poetry and short nonfiction. You will also have the opportunity to write about this literature through different critical lenses. The course will be fast paced and will therefore require a significant personal investment. Because it is an honors class, I expect you to maintain a high level of personal investment in your learning. I believe that you have as much to teach me and each other as I have to teach you. Because of this, you should come to class prepared to actively participate in your own learning and that of your peers.
Texts and Assignments

Throughout the course of this semester, we will be reading many challenging and (I think) engaging texts. These include Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, selections from Henry David Thoreau’s Walden, and various American short stories. We will also likely be watching M. Night Shyamalan’s film The Village and reading the play The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee. You will also have the opportunity to write several short literary analysis essays, blog posts and responses, an essay on a topic of your choosing, and some poetry. 

We will also continue to expand on the American Literature Independent Study Project (ALIS) that you began over the summer. You will read two additional critically acclaimed American texts of your choosing (one this semester, one next) and write compelling argumentative interpretations of these texts.

Assessment/Grading

There are five different weighted categories of assessed coursework in this class.

· The Writing Process (worth 30%)- 

· formal and informal writing tasks

· prewriting and drafts

· peer reviews

· final drafts

· blogging

· Critical Reading (worth 30%)-
· text annotations/questions

· take-home exams

· blogging

· Listening and Speaking (worth 20%)-
· group presentation on one of the authors we will be studying

· weekly participation

· fishbowls

· readers’ theater

· Academic Responsibility (worth 10%)
· many day-to-day assignments

· quizzes

· attendance and punctuality
· Vocabulary and Grammar (worth 10%)
· Vocabulary slides and quizzes 
· Correcting grammatical errors in class writing
Grades will be earned based on the following scale (I will not round up at the end of the semester. This means, for example, that an 89.6 is a B+).

99-100 A+ 
92-99=A
82-87=B
72-77=C
62-67=D



90-91= A-
80-81=B-
70-71=C-
60-61=D-



88-89=B+
78-79=C+
68-69=D+
Below 60=F

Materials

For this class, you will need:

· three ring binder

· notebook paper

· pencils and pens

· your student calendar

· any texts for the day (I highly recommend you buy your own copies of texts)

· ALIS books

· Email and blogger accounts

Classroom Policies

· I am a firm supporter of all of the Attendance/Student Policies listed in your student handbook (pp. 25A-39A) and suggest you spend time reviewing these policies.  Please dress appropriately and keep cell phones, hats, food, drinks and iPods out of the classroom environment.

· Cheating and plagiarism is unacceptable. Participation in either activities under any circumstances—whether you are the copier, the copied, the cheater or the “cheatee”—will result in a failing grade on the assignment, a call home, and a referral. 

· Make-up work for absences: If you know that you will be gone in advance, it is in your self interest to get work before you leave.  You are responsible to obtain all of the work, handouts, and class notes that you missed on the day that you return.  An even better option is to obtain the work for the day from the class website. You will then have the number of days that you missed to turn in any missed work for full credit (unless the due date falls after that period, of course(). Work that falls due while you are absent is due at the beginning of the class on the day you return. 

· Late work: Being part of an honors class requires a higher degree of commitment and responsibility. You need to be consistent with turning in your work on time. You are allowed one late assignment per semester. No other late work will be accepted unless it is the result of an excused absence or you have made arrangements with me ahead of time.

· Absences and tardies: Please do not miss class. We will be moving at a very demanding pace and missing any class time will put you significantly behind. As such, Honors American Literature is not a good class to miss for a doctor’s appointment. Additionally—
· After two tardies, there will be a 5 points deduction per tardy from your participation grade.

· There will be a 10 points deduction from your participation grade for any unexcused absence.

· No late work or speeches will be accepted that are handed in or given for days of unexcused absences.

· If an absence is unexcused, homework assigned on that day is due as if you had been in class.

My Unscheduled Time:

I strongly encourage frequent use of my office hours for your benefit.  Take advantage of this unique opportunity that A.H.S. affords.  

