Structured Political Argument

Mr. Robinson

Fall 2009
Contact: 
jrobinson@lps.k12.co.us or (303) 347-6050 (English Office)

Office Hours: 
MWF 3rd  
TTH 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th in the English office (N7)
Course Description and Objectives

Structured Political Argument (SPAR) is designed to provide a forum for students to develop their political awareness and persuasion skills without necessarily joining the speech team. As a class, we will learn several structures for political argumentation used by successful debaters in Colorado high schools. We will focus on both national debate topics and class generated topics over the course of the semester. Students will learn to persuasively discuss both sides of many issues.
We will develop our persuasion skills as a class by researching facts, presenting logical arguments, listening critically and speaking persuasively. We will practice argumentation primarily through speaking, but we will engage in some writing as well.

Assignments and Grading

Class Participation/Attendance





100 points (10%)
Belief Speech







100 points (10%)
Political Participation Assignment




200 points (20%)

Public Forum Debate






150 points (15%)

Student Congress






150 points (15%)

Political Issue Research/Argumentative Writing Assignment

100 points (10%)

Academic Responsibility/Miscellaneous




100 points (10%)
Final








100 points (10%)









1000          (100%)
Grades will be earned based on the following scale (I will not round up at the end of the semester. This means, for example, that an 89.6 is a B+).

99-100 A+ 
92-99=A
82-87=B
72-77=C
62-67=D



90-91= A-
80-81=B-
70-71=C-
60-61=D-



88-89=B+
78-79=C+
68-69=D+
Below 60=F

Class Participation/Attendance You will get 100 points for being in class and on time each day. After two tardies (freebies), there will be a 5 point deduction per tardy from your participation grade. Unexcused absences will result in a 5 point deduction from this grade.
Political Participation Assignment This semester, you will have the opportunity to become increasingly involved in your political world. You will be required to do one of the following:

· Join the Arapahoe Young Republicans or Young Democrats and participate actively during the semester. This includes participation in at least one debate.

· Join the Arapahoe speech and debate team and compete in at least one tournament.

· Volunteer at a campaign headquarters for the upcoming election.

· Attend a local political meeting (for example, a city council meeting)

More details will be given about this assignment as the semester progresses.
Belief Speech- You will give a persuasive speech about a subject you feel passionate about. Details will be given in class.
 Public Forum Debate In pairs of two class members will prepare cases for both sides of a debate resolution (to be announced) and debate one of the two sides in front of the class. This is the most accessible of all of the forms of competitive debate.
Student Congress We will create a legislative docket as a class and debate different political issues using the format and procedures utilized in the U.S. congress. This is a great activity for anyone who is even a little bit interested in a political career.

Political Issue Research/Argumentative Writing Assignment During the course of the semester, you will choose one region of the world or one domestic political issue and find three articles that provide useful, informative, and argumentative information about the region or issue. For each article, you will provide a brief (one paragraph) summary of the article. At the end of the semester, you will write a persuasive essay defending an argumentative position on your chosen topic.

Academic Responsibility/Miscellaneous You will get credit for turning in assignments online and being prepared to participate in class. This category also incorporates any minor assignments given throughout the course of the semester.

Final (To be determined)

Classroom Policies

· I am a firm supporter of all of the Attendance/Student Policies listed in your student handbook (pp. 25A-39A) and suggest you spend time reviewing these policies.  Please dress appropriately and keep cell phones, hats, food, drinks and iPods out of the classroom environment.

· Cheating and plagiarism is unacceptable. Participation in either activities under any circumstances—whether you are the copier, the copied, the cheater or the “cheatee”—will result in a failing grade on the assignment, a call home, and a referral. 

· Make-up work for absences: If you know that you will be gone in advance, it is in your self interest to get work before you leave.  You are responsible to obtain all of the work, handouts, and class notes that you missed on the day that you return.  You will then have the number of days that you missed to turn in any missed work for full credit (unless the due date falls after that period, of course(). Work that falls due while you are absent is due at the beginning of the class on the day you return. 

· Late work: For assignments graded in the “Academic Responsibility” category, no late work will be accepted. For other assignments, I will give a responsibility grade and a grade that assesses the work completed. Late work will be accepted only if I deem that the learning objective is still achieved by the work. In those cases, it will receive a 0 for responsibility, but will be graded for content. Failure to come prepared for a classroom debate will result in an automatic 50% reduction of the score for your entire team.
· Absences and tardies: 
· After two tardies, there will be a 5% deduction per tardy from your participation grade.

· There will be a 10% deduction from your participation grade for any unexcused absence.

· No late work or speeches will be accepted that are handed in or given for days of unexcused absences.

· If an absence is unexcused, homework assigned on that day is due as if you had been in class.

My Unscheduled Time:

I strongly encourage frequent use of my office hours for your benefit.  Take advantage of this unique opportunity that A.H.S. affords.  

