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Annotated Bibliography for ALIS

Directions:

1. Find two or more articles for each book that relates to your thesis.

2. Print or copy, read, and annotate those articles. (Or save them to a flash drive and annotate on Word). 
3. Write an annotated bibliography for the best four of those articles.  You should also include a summary of your critical theory and its essential questions; four entries for your literary criticism articles; end with your ideas, questions, and rough draft thesis ideas after reading all this. 

Annotated Bibliographies:  Brought to you by the Purdue University Online Writing Lab
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_annotatedbib.html 


Purpose:
To learn about your topic: Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for a bibliography is useful, but when you have to write annotations for each source, you're forced to read each source more carefully. You begin to read more critically instead of just collecting information. 

To help you refine your thesis: Every good research paper is an argument. The purpose of research is to state and support a thesis. So a very important part of research is developing a thesis that is debatable, interesting, and current. Writing an annotated bibliography can help you gain a good perspective on what is being said about your topic. By reading and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of view. 

To help other researchers: Extensive and scholarly annotated bibliographies are sometimes published. They provide a comprehensive overview of everything that has been and is being said about that topic. You may not ever get your annotated bibliography published, but as a researcher, you might want to look for one that has been published about your topic. 

Definition:
A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.). 

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Your annotation should: 

Summarize: 


Summarize the source. What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.   For more help, see our handout on paraphrasing sources. 

Reflect: 
Once you've summarized a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?

Format:
The bibliographic information: Generally the bibliographic information of the source (the title, author, publisher, date, etc.) is written in either MLA or APA format. For more help with formatting, see our MLA handout, APA handout, or our handout on other types of formats. 

The annotations: The annotations for each source are written in paragraph form. The lengths of the annotations can vary significantly from a couple of sentences to a concise paragraph.  **Ackerman’s note: for our purposes, your annotations should be no more than one paragraph (6-8 sentences total)**
Additional Help:
See http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_annotatedbib.html for help with more sample annotated bibliographies, paraphrasing, etc. 

Sample

Mrs. Ackerman

Honors American Literature 

17 February 2009 
Annotated Bibliography: Cultural Criticism for Puddn’head Wilson 

Skandera-Trombley, Laura. “Mark Twain's Cross-Dressing Oeuvre.” Short Story Criticism. Ed. 
Thomas J. Schoenberg and Lawrence J. Trudeau. Vol. 87. Detroit: Gale (2006): 82-
96.  Thomson Gale.  Arapahoe High School Library.  20 January 2007. 
http://go.galegroup.com 
Skandera-Trombley, like various critics before her, argues that Twain’s proclivity for cross-dressing characters illustrates his theories regarding racial and gender restrictions.  Concluding that Roxy and “Tom” defy both boundaries, Skandera-Trombley argues that Twain makes controversial statements regarding societal definitions.  Called a “category crisis,” Ms. Skandera-Trombley suggests that Twain uses “transvestism” to challenge beliefs about power and stature in society: “When the history of this cross-dressing duo [Roxy and “Tom”] is traced, it becomes evident that Chambre's male power, position in society, and racial superiority decrease each time he assumes female garb, while Roxana's transvestism has the inverse effect.”  Allowing Roxy to dress as a man increases her power and displays her cunning.  Here, Twain defies all accepted societal distinctions.  Because he has broken these barriers, Skandera-Trombley theorizes that Twain’s ending, relinquishing the characters to their former states, was necessary because “[the] former ways of knowing, have by necessity, been abandoned, and an epistemological crisis looms as no new systems have been constructed to replace the old.”  
**As a sample, I will leave this at one literary criticism.  You’ll read another cultural criticism article from Literature Resource Center and write another summary here. For my purposes, I’ll do another sample for Marxism. 

Sample 2
Mrs. Ackerman

Honors American Literature 

17 February 2009 

Annotated Bibliography: Marxist Criticism for Puddn’head Wilson 

Royal, Derek Parker.  “The clinician as enslaver: Pudd’nhead Wilson and the rationalization of 
identity.”  Texas Studies in Literature and Language. 44.4 (Winter 2002): 414.  Thomas 
Gale.  Arapahoe High School Library.  20 January 2007. 
http://go.galegroup.com 

Analyzing David Wilson in Twain’s Puddn’head Wilson, Royal mentions numerous critics who see Wilson only as a fool or a genius.  Royal even cites Twain, who dubbed Wilson as “a part ‘of the plot machinery.’”   Parker challenges these other critics, and Twain, by suggesting that Wilson is an intricate representation of the twinning motif in the novel, specifically as his duality relates to power.  Calling him both a “figure of emancipation,” and “the enslaver,” Royal argues that Wilson is a cunning, “mysterious” figure who welds great intellectual and physical power over the town using his scientific knowledge.   Royal suggests that, while Twain separated the conjoined twins in the final draft of this text, he complicates Wilson’s character.  Making it more difficult for readers to understand Wilson’s character or role in the story, according to Royal, was Twain’s intention, since, “In the case of Pudd'nhead Wilson, the study of the unlikely twins goes from being a humorous look at individual identity to a more solemn investigation into the fragmented and often duplicitous nature of authority.”

**When you write your own, please conclude your annotated bibliography with new questions, insights, or ideas you have about the text and for your paper.  Give this section a new heading: 

My Conclusions, Ideas, Etc.  

