Last Lecture Part 2
“Be a warrior”

“Change the World”

“This is NOT education as Usual”

Teacher. Coach. Sponsor. Volleyball. Key Club. Link Crew. ETAC. 21st Century Learner. Curriculum Innovation Team. Faculty dancer. Chaperone. Counselor. Colleague. Friend.

Over the past 11 years, I have spent at least 1, 980 days at AHS. That is 47, 520 hours or 2,851,200 minutes. This doesn’t include hours spent setting up freshman orientation, cleaning up Mineral, coaching volleyball, attending team dinners, chaperoning proms and homecomings, practicing dance moves to not look like a fool in front of the entire student body, planning lessons, attending conferences, reading, grading, and grading some more, talking with parents and students, faculty meetings and in-services.  But all of this time is simply just time. It does not convey the feelings of being a Warrior, changing the world with my students and coming to the realization that education must look different for my students.
Many aspects of AHS have changed since I first set foot in the building many years ago.  Teachers, administrators and students have come and gone, but still I remain.  While I still teach freshman English, not all my classes are the same and continue to evolve. I remember telling a student one of my first years teaching that if she were to come back into my classroom 20 years later, I would hope she would still see me as an enthusiastic passionate teacher.  After four years of teaching, I began to fall into the typical ruts that every teacher encounters. I used the same lesson plans, the same books, and followed the same pattern year after year. I realized there must be more out there. How could I expect my students to be life long learners when I was not learning still myself?

I took a year off with the birth of my daughter Emma.  I had a lot of time to think and reflect about teaching and learning. What did I want my classroom to look like once I returned? Was I really doing the best by my students by teaching the same ways I was taught in high school?  I knew there had to be a better way….Enter Karl Fisch.

Having a conversation about teaching and learning with Karl is something everyone should experience.  In the course of a year, I took everything I had ever taught, and reexamined the lessons, methodology and pedagogy behind it all looking for what would be best for my students to become successful life ling learners. What I soon realized is that teaching and learning is not about me in the classroom, it is about the kids.  It is about helping them develop the skills and knowledge to succeed in every aspect of their life. No longer did I want a class that was in rows with all the kids spitting back at me useless information that could be Googled, instead I wanted infinite possibilities for them to demonstrate their learning and understanding.   I had moved from worksheets and study guides to laptops and Web 2.0. We were going to change the world!
Why change the world? Why not just start at AHS?  Or in my classroom? Maybe even just Centennial, Colorado.  Because this is what Karl challenged me with three years ago.  A year before I had spent time developing and implementing an intensive staff development effort giving teachers time to reflect, grow and learn from one another. We read current research on how kids learn best, we examined our own practices and beliefs, we were changing the culture of teaching and learning at AHS.  After that year, my classroom became a 1-1 constructivist learning environment where my students became producers of information showing the world their understanding.  Gone were the days of worksheets and study guides. They were replaced with inquiry based questions, students created wikis, class and student blogs, discussing books with people from around the world. Empowered with Karl’s challenge, I asked my students to do the same: Change the World. This was definitely not going to be education as usual in our classroom.  
This is my legacy to AHS- Warriors who break down the traditional walls of education by changing the world.  
We are all Warriors.  We will always be Warriors; this is a tie that binds us together.  My students will always be my kids.  They might enter into other’s classrooms and eventually their own professional environments, but they are still my kids with our special memories.  Whether it is Oedipus boxing, analyzing the depths of Hamlet, watching specially placed gold spots on Grendel’s mother, exploring the vastness of Hell, these are our memories.  
I want my students to all leave my classroom a better version of themselves. I want them to feel prepared for not only school, but for life. I want my students to not only have the knowledge in life to succeed but the skills to get there as well. By having a professional learning environment where kids are expected to teach the class and learn from one another, and not just the teacher, learning can be more relevant and meaningful.  These students will be collaborators, critical thinkers, and problem solvers for life.  This is the legacy I want to leave behind.  
And if I have done my job, and they have done theirs, then together we can change the world; after all , we are Warriors.  
