Ms. Smith






Office Hours:

Voicemail - (303) 734-6572



MWF- 1st and 4th 
Email – asmith@lps.k12.co.us



TR – 1st and 3rd
(This is the best way to get in touch with me)


Before and After School
Academic Expectations

We will be reading a variety of texts during this semester dealing with the idea of “Why are relationships so difficult?”.  You can expect to read Curious Incident of Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon,  Lord of The Flies by William Golding, Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare..  If your parents are interested in reading along with our choices, I recommend they visit their local library or book store to get a copy.  

We will be completing some rather large projects, for example, a performance presentation for Romeo and Juliet, a persuasive research paper dealing with the topic of “Change the World”, a board game based upon Lord of the Flies, a poetry portfolio and music project, and some independent reading book assignments.  All of these projects are time consuming and I will advise you to begin working on these at the introduction to these specific units.  Hopefully, you will learn to manage your time efficiently so you can be successful!  There are also many writing assignments that will accompany the novels and plays. 

You will also be expected to read many outside novels during the semester.  The assignments and expectations that will accompany your outside reading novels will be addressed in class. If you have any problems or concerns, feel free to reach me at school.

Feedback and Grades
Assignments are due on the date assigned.  If a situation arises that makes your work impossible to complete, see me.  Major projects and papers are due on the assigned date.  If you are sick on the day a major assignment is due, have a friend of parent bring it to me.

Grades are based on the following percentages of total points possible:

A = 90-100%






B = 80-90%






C = 70-80%






D = 60-70%






F = 59-0%

The grade in this class is designed to provide feedback regarding progress toward learning goals as identified below.   Each category is weighted as noted by the percentage listed within the parentheses.

The first four categories represent core learning expectations designed to meet specific content ideas.

1. Reading Comprehension (25%) - demonstration of understanding of assigned material. This will be evaluated primarily through quizzes and tests.
2. Writing (25%) - demonstration of best writing practices including editing, proofreading, and evaluating/ analyzing. This will be evaluated primarily through papers and journals. We will focus on writing skills, process and final product.
3. Literature Projects (15%) - demonstration/application of essential learnings to literature. This will be evaluated through outside reading book projects, group projects, performances and speeches.
4. Critical Thinking (25%) - demonstration of higher level thinking, questions, and connecting skills. This will be evaluated primarily through scored discussion, fishbowl activities, sticky notes and literature circle roles.

The next category represents important thinking skills.

5. Grammar (5%) This will be evaluated primarily through lessons, activities, and quizzes.

The final category, though not specifically academic or content related, represents important aspects of being a successful student.

6. Work Habits/Responsibility (5%)

This will include daily assignments, homework, and blogs.  These assignments will not be accepted LATE for any reason.
Behavioral Expectations

Attendance:  Please plan to attend class regularly.  It is more difficult to make up work than to do it on the assigned day, so good attendance will help keep up your grade.  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get make up work from me when you return from an absence.  I will not seek you out, so be sure to see me upon your return.  If you have an excused absence, you have TWO days to make up the work you missed.  If you have an unexcused absence, you may not make up the work. 

Tardy Policy:

I have NO tolerance for people who are continuously tardy.  If this becomes a problem, we will have a little chat.  If our conversation results in no change, I will contact your parents.  If there is still no change, I will refer you to the office for further discipline.

Procedures During Class:

I will encourage free and open discussion.  However, if someone is speaking, there are to be no interruptions until that person is finished speaking.  Everyone has the right to be heard.  While lectures and discussion occur, no student may use the pencil sharpener, get a drink of water or ask to leave the classroom.  I do not allow students to leave the room during my class period.  If you need to leave for an emergency situation, please check with me. Simply raising your hand in the class will be the proper signal for attention.  Yelling out in the classroom will not be tolerated.  STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BEHAVE LIKE ADULTS IN THE CLASSROOM.  If any student is disruptive in class, he or she will first receive a warning.  A second disruption you will be sent directly to the office and a call will be placed to your parent.  A third offense will include the above plus a referral will be placed in your file.

Necessary Supplies

Bring to class each day:

student calendar






textbook, when assigned



3 different colored highlighters

loose leaf notebook paper in 3-ring binder

dividers

pen, blue or black ink




index cards and sticky notes

Optional Supplies: (but highly suggested)

USB Jump drive: transfer files from school to home

Markers: keep in class for entire class use

Email account: either your own personal account or family account, transfer of files 

USB Mouse: only if you do not like using laptop trackpad

Headphones: for use when listening on laptops

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments or Concerns:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student's Signature_______________________________________ Date__________________

Parent's Signature________________________________________ Date__________________

Parent email: (please write legibly below or email me from your personal email account)

