Odyssey Personal Journey Map

Via Google Earth


Before studying the Odyssey, individually, we are going to examine our own personal journeys that we have taken, what we have learned from those travels, and how those journeys continue to affect our lives.  As a class, we are literally going to travel your personal journey with you.

You will need to think about 8-10 places that you have traveled to over the course of your life.  Where did you go?  What did you do there?  What did you learn from the experience?  How does that experience still affect you today? For example:


I was born in Minot, ND on July 7th, 1974 at 2:00 a.m. at St. Joseph’s Hospital.  Although I don’t really remember being born, I have heard many stories about my birth.  My mother reminds me every year on my birthday how incredibly hot it was.  July in North Dakota is like someone trapping you in a closed space with the furnace turned on full blast.  Not only was it so hot, but my parents took me home to our house where they did not have an air conditioner.  My mom used to drive my older brother Matt and I around so that we could take naps, but also because our family Suburban had an air conditioner.  
It is hard to say what I learned from being born, or from growing up in North Dakota, but what I do know is that I am very proud to be a North Dakota gal. Not many people, jokingly and seriously, can say they are from my home state.  I really appreciate the friendly attitudes, warm and caring homes, as well as the values it helped to instill in me.  I value being from my family because of the lessons they taught me about being proud of your heritage and legacy of being from such an unknown state.  For example, did you know that North Dakota is the number one state people move away from? No matter how many people joke about North Dakota there is so much of me that came from growing up in Minot and Fargo, ND.

After you have determined your 8-10 places, what you learned, and how it affects you today, you will need to create a Google Earth presentation of your travels.  I would highly suggest getting your writing portions done outside of class so we can work on the technical side of the presentation in class.  Make sure your points of interest (the places you have traveled or lived) are clearly labeled as well as provide a picture of interest for your audience so we can see what you are talking about.  On your presentation, you will include your answers to the questions asked at the beginning of this assignment.  Finally, add a creative element to your presentation.  What should that be?  That is up to you!
We are going to work on this presentation over a few days in class and I would encourage you to work on this at home as well.  You can download Google Earth for free from the following website: http://earth.google.com .  Good luck and let me know if you have nay problems.  

8-10 places with notes due: ____________

Work Days: __________

Due Date: ____________
