English 9-2 Position Paper

Project: Change the World

Assignment:
Write a FIVE paragraph essay that explains your position on a current issue focusing on a topic that is meaningful and relevant to our world today.  It could be a topic you have explored through your Personal Learning Network, or something you have read about, but must be focused on a topic that you want to change about the world.  
Using research, you will investigate your issue using new information you gathered to analyze your issue and prove a point. We will be using Diigo to organize your research and collaborate in the research process.  Your essay must include at least six researched facts and follow the MLA documentation format.  
After writing your essay, you will take action on your subject.  Your action can be as small as writing a letter or as large as organizing a campaign.  

Please bring your assignment notebook, notes, jump drive, and willingness to change the world to class each day.  If you complete the assigned work on your paper each day, you can spend the remainder of class reading.  You will lose your process points for each day you are not prepared.

Purpose: 


* Apply research tools learned this year


* Understand the research process

* Display writing abilities

Process:
In addition to the grading the final essay, I will evaluate each step of the research process. Each day you will be graded on a specific task to be completed by the end of the class period or to be turned in the following day.  You are also expected to complete three conferences with me regarding your paper.  You can decide when to complete these, but they must be completed by the due date of the paper and only on specific conferencing dates unless otherwise discussed.  These conferences can be in either in class if time permits or out of class and by appointment.

Hint:
This project is much easier if you keep up with the assignment and use your class time wisely.


You must do your own research, thinking, and writing on this assignment.  If you “borrow” sources or ideas, you will receive a ZERO for that step of the assignment.


You must be careful to document your sources- AVOID PLAGIARISM!

More effort in the beginning makes it much easier in the end.  Come see me at any time if you are experiencing trouble.   I would gladly help you in any way I can.  Don’t wait till it’s due to let me in on a problem.  Be responsible and come in early.

Top Ten Ideas:

1. ​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________

6. _____________________________________________________________

7. _____________________________________________________________

8. _____________________________________________________________

9. _____________________________________________________________

10. _____________________________________________________________

Web Ideas 1: In the upper box, write down your main idea.  Think of three smaller points to prove your main idea.  Write these three ideas in the smaller boxes connected to the main idea.






Web Idea 2:
Web Idea 3:

Thesis work: In order to develop a well written thesis, you need to think about the parts of a thesis.  A thesis is comprised of a main idea, a feeling about that idea, and then the idea is broken down into three parts.  There are no personal words in a thesis!

For example:  

Professional athletes’ salaries are too high because their only job is to entertain, they  do not honor commitments they have made, and they set a bad example for young children.

Main idea: professional athletes’ salaries

Feeling: are too high

Three parts: job is to entertain, do not honor commitments, set a bad example for children.

Write your own thesis:  Look back at your web. What topic do you want to research and prove?  If you completed your web, you simply need to transfer the information from your web into a thesis.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Intro Paragraph:

An introductory paragraph begins your paper, and introduces the ideas you will prove throughout your written work.  An introductory paragraph is comprised of five parts: attention getter, explanation of attention getter, background information on topic, presentation of both sides of the topic, thesis.
· Attention getter: this can be a question, important quotation, short story proving a point, etc. but must grab your reader’s attention and be relevant to your topic

· Explanation: this needs to follow your attention getter and explain the point of your attention getter.

· Background information: provide enough general information about your topic so your audience is generally aware of what you will be writing about.

· Both sides: this is an important part of formulating an effective argument.  Make sure to identify both sides of the topic you will be writing about. If you do not acknowledge the other side, your argument will be seen as bias versus believable.  Make sure to end your presentation of both side with your side.

· Thesis: end your paper with your thesis statement.  This is the map or guideline that will set up your arguments in your paper.  Make sure your thesis is the last sentence and only one sentence long.

Body Paragraphs: your body paragraph topics come from the main points in your thesis statement.  Make sure to write these paragraphs in the order they are presented in your thesis as well as building from weaker arguments to stronger ones. One of your body paragraphs needs to address the opposing view point to your issue. This is typically the first body paragraph.
· Topic sentence: major point from thesis- break down into two minor points

· Minor point 1 sentence

· Set-up situation of quote: why should we listen to the person you are quoting
· Lead-in: transition sentence into quote.  
· Ex: In Michael Johnson’s article, “A Good Teacher”, he comments, “      “ ( Johnson).

· Quote
· Citation: make sure to use author’s last name if provided or first word of title of article if author’s name isn’t available.
· Ex: “(Johnson). –note that the period doesn’t appear in the quotation, but at the end of the sentence.
· Explanation of quote: relate to minor point, point of paragraph, and thesis. This should be around 3-4 sentences.
· Transition: use transitional words to move from point to point.
· Minor point 2 sentence

· Set-up situation of quote

· Lead-in

· Quote

· Citation

· Explanation of quote: relate to minor point, point of paragraph, and thesis

· Conclusion: ties back to thesis and topic sentence
Concluding paragraph:  a concluding paragraph begins with a restatement of your thesis.  Then, you review the points made in your paper and end with a tie back to your attention getter.
