Course Overview—Spelling and Vocabulary

The Importance of Vocabulary to You

Vocabulary and thinking

· Words stand for ideas.  Words are the tools of thought.  If your word power is limited, you are necessarily a limited thinker, since you can neither receive ideas nor communicate with others except within the confines of your inadequate vocabulary.

Vocabulary and college admission

· College admissions officers will be interested in the extent of your vocabulary.  Research has established a close correlation between vocabulary and intelligence.  A good vocabulary, therefore, will identify you as a student of superior mental ability.

Vocabulary growth through reading

· Persons who read widely gradually build up extensive vocabularies, especially if they have a curiosity about words.  Should you, too, develop word curiosity, you will be assured a lifetime of vocabulary growth.

Vocabulary growth through word lists and exercises

· Though reading is the basic means of vocabulary growth, it is a relatively slow means.  For the college-bound student who has not yet achieved a superior vocabulary, reading needs to be supplemented by a direct attack that will yield comparatively rapid growth.

The Importance of this Class to You
Spelling and Vocabulary is an interactive, student-centered class that will increase your vocabulary through word lists and exercises. This class will prepare you for standardized tests such as PSAT, ACT, and ACT. It will also prepare you for the challenging reading and writing that you will do in college. If you work diligently in class, homework is minimal and learning is great. 

Although the main focus of this class is vocabulary, we also work on spelling demons that the computer spell check misses. The following poem illustrates this well:

Spell Checker

Eye have a spelling checker; it came with my PC.

It plainly marks fore my revue, mistake I cannot sea

I’ve ran this poem threw it; I’m sure your please too no,

Its letter perfect in it’s weigh; my checker tolled me sew!
Course Content--Overview
Course Content
· We use the textbook, Vocabulary Power Plus for the New SAT. 
· We spend approximately three days for each lesson. (A lesson consists of 10 words commonly found on the SAT exam.) 
· Day 1: Meet the words.
· We study the definitions, the pronunciations, and the derivations of the 10 words in the lesson. We complete textbook and online exercises to familiarize ourselves with these words.
· On this day, 3 students are excused from the workbook exercises. This group will create and organize a game or exercise that will help the other students practice and learn the words.
· Day 2: Play vocabulary games.
· The small group in charge will direct the game or the exercise that they created in the previous class session. They will determine rules, prizes, etc. The goal is to have fun while learning!
· Day 3: Assessment day
· On this day, we spend a few minutes reviewing the words and then we take a test. The test includes matching, fill-in the blanks, reading, synonyms/ antonyms, spelling from commonly misspelled word lists, previous lesson words and writing. 
Grading Procedures

· Your grade is based on workbook and computer exercises, writing assignments, quizzes and tests, and a vocabulary game you and a small group of students will create and direct. Creative projects and extra-credit opportunities abound. 
Student Involvement

· The success or failure of this class depends on you. The dedication, enthusiasm, and creativity that you bring will inspire all of us. Let’s work to make this a fun and meaningful class!
Assessment

You are expected to complete and turn in assignments and projects on the due date.  If a situation arises that makes your work impossible to complete, please see me.  If you are sick on the day a major assignment is due, have a friend or parent bring it to me.

Grades are based on the following percentages:






A = 90-100%






B = 80-90%






C = 70-80%






D = 60-70%






F = 59-0%

The grade in this class is designed to provide feedback regarding progress toward learning goals as identified below.   Each category is weighted as noted by the percentage listed within the parentheses.

The first four categories represent core learning expectations designed to meet specific content standards.

1. In class work-demonstration of understanding of assigned material (25%)

This will be evaluated primarily through in-class work with assigned exercises.
2. Writing-demonstration of best writing practices including editing, proofreading, and evaluating/ analyzing (25%)

This will be evaluated primarily through class writing.  We will focus on writing skills, spelling and vocabulary as well as process and final product.

3. Presentations-demonstration/ application of assigned vocabulary (20%)

This will be evaluated through group presentation of vocabulary unit. Presentation must be done on assigned day. Creativity, engagement, effectiveness of presentation must be appropriate and beneficial to understanding and learning of vocabulary. You are not allowed to miss on your presentation day!
4. Quizzes/ Test (25%)

This will be evaluated primarily through quizzes and tests on assigned lessons.  Quizzes and tests will include writing, multiple choice, fill in the blank, synonym/ antonym, 
The final category, though not specifically academic or content related, represents important aspects of being a successful student.

5. Work Habits/Responsibility (5%)

This will include some daily assignments, homework, and blogs.  

Behavioral Expectations

Attendance:  Please plan to attend class regularly.  It is more difficult to make up work than to do it on the assigned day, so good attendance is vitally important to our professional learning environment by enhancing your learning as well as those of your classmates.   Not only is the classes’ learning impacted from your absence, but your learning is as well.  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get make up work from me when you return from an absence.  I will not seek you out, so be sure to see me upon your return. With any absence, make sure to email me IMMEDIATELY so I am able to keep you up to date as to what you missed that day.   If you have an excused absence, you have 2 days to make up the work. If you have an unexcused absence, partial credit may be given for unexcused absences.
Tardy Policy:

I have NO tolerance for people who are continuously tardy.  If this becomes a problem, we will have a little chat.  If our conversation results in no change, I will contact your parents.  If there is still no change, I will refer you to the office for further discipline.

Procedures During Class:

I will encourage free and open discussion.  However, if someone is speaking, there are to be no interruptions until that person is finished speaking.  Everyone has the right to be heard.  While lectures and discussion occur, no student may use the pencil sharpener, get a drink of water or ask to leave the classroom.  I do not allow students to leave the room during my class period.  If you need to leave for an emergency situation, please check with me. Simply raising your hand in the class will be the proper signal for attention.  Yelling out in the classroom will not be tolerated.  STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BEHAVE LIKE ADULTS IN THE CLASSROOM.  If any student is disruptive in class, he or she will first receive a warning.  A second disruption you will be sent directly to the office and a call will be placed to your parent.  A third offense will include the above plus a referral will be placed in your file.

Necessary Supplies

Bring to class each day:

student calendar






textbook,





3 different colored highlighters

loose leaf notebook paper in 3-ring binder

dividers

pen, blue or black ink




index cards and sticky notes (mandatory)
Optional Supplies: (but highly suggested)

Jump drive: transfer files from school to home

Markers: keep in class for entire class use

Email account: either your own personal account or family account, transfer of files 

USB Mouse: only if you do not like using laptop trackpad

Headphones: for use when listening on laptops

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments or Concerns:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student's Signature_______________________________________ Date__________________

Parent's Signature________________________________________ Date__________________

Parent email (please write legibly below or email me from your personal email account)

