Arapahoe High School PTO Minutes

October 14, 2008
Attendees

Ron Booth, Principal
Kelly Perez, President

Steve Haskins, Treasurer

Melanie Cheney, Secretary 

Jan Lewallen, Post Graduate Center

Linda Haefliger, Historian

Diane McClymonds, Hospitality

Dana Calkins, Hospitality

Janice Foley, VIPS
Carolyn Sutton, After Prom
Nancy Lindsey, Circle of Concern

Charlene Witchard

D. D. Walsh

Lindi Stupke

Carrie Warren-Gully

Scott Murphy, LPS Superintendent
Meeting called to order by Kelly Perez at 7:04 AM.
Introductions made for the benefit of visiting parents.

Scott Murphy, LPS Superintendent

· Financial challenges are being felt by school districts statewide.  The district is not anticipating additional state funding.   4-5% total funding cut is expected when the state legislature meets in January.  The district faces an estimated $6 million deficit next year.

· Even with cut backs, LPS remains a great school district.

· Closing two schools was a challenge for the district but good things are happening through the transition.  The schools are being used for Meals on Wheels, Special Education staff offices, and a Teacher Cadet program.  The district is saving approx $1 million from the school closings.
· CSAP scores from last year are available. 

· Q&A

· Did not have report on ACT scores

· Concern expressed over several students recently hit by cars.  Schools have limited security resources and are not able monitor all off campus intersections.

· The district is watching the H1N1 virus closely.  If 1/3-1/2 of the student from a particular school are absent for an extended period of time they would consider closing the school.

· Mr. Murphy is open to contact by parents and invited parents to attend board meetings.  The December meeting will include discussions about the budget with decisions to be made by January.  Board meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each month.
Secretary – Melanie Cheney

· No corrections to minutes.  Motion to accept minutes as presented made by Diane McClymonds.  Motioned seconded by Linda Haefliger.  Approved unanimously.
Treasurer – Steve Haskins

· Proposed budget presented and reviewed.  Parent donations are down, but $2500 carryover from last year helped.   

· Steve motioned to accept the budget as presented.  Jan Lewallen seconded the motion.  Approved unanimously.

· 2 checks were written so far and will appear on the report next month.

· Audit from 2008/09 school year is not complete yet.  Will try to have it completed before the next meeting.

Kelly Perez

· PPC Report

· Mr. Murphy attends each month

· Mr. Colwell, LPS Board President – discussed the budget situation

· Joint Scholarship committee is going on 51 years

· 2 teachers submitted special projects requests so far.  Oct. 30 is the deadline.  Committee will meet the first week of November to review applications and make decisions.  They hope to distribute awards by the first part of December.  Kelly will work with Mr. Booth to plan a date to visit the classrooms to make presentations.
· Arapahoe hosted the first Circle of Concern.

After Prom – Carolyn Sutton

· Held first meeting last week.  Many volunteers are returning from last year, some alumni parents still help.

· Theme to be “Stories”

· Must file a permit with the fire department this year

· Requested use of pool area this year, perhaps to have rafts transport students across.  Will walk the pool area at their Nov meeting.

· Planning to move activities from the upper gym to the auxiliary gym.

· After Prom is for juniors and seniors, although freshmen and sophomores sometimes attend as dates.  

· There will be a public viewing of the preparations on Saturday prior to After Prom, noon to 2PM.
Circle of Concern – Nancy Lindsey

· First meeting held at Arapahoe last week on “The Effects of Media on Adolescents.”  A movie from PBS was presented and is available on line.

· Discussed helping students understand what they see through media and how to spend their money responsibly.  Fads are constantly changing.  One goal of marketing is to convince people that something is not right with a part of their body.
· Next meeting: Nov 12, 9:00AM (coffee at 8:45), Lakewood High School on “Mysteries of Adolescence”.

· Mr. Booth will make sure the schedule is put on the website.  

· A booklet published by Circle of Concern was distributed in the Sep PTO meeting.  Additional copies are available in the office.  There are good resources in the back of the booklet.  

Hospitality – Diane McClymonds and Dana Calkins
· Providing hospitality room for parent teacher conferences this week.  Soup, salad, and sandwiches provided today; Chinese planned for tomorrow.  
· Provided refreshments for Circle of Concern

· Provided a breakfast for the teachers last month.

· There are many volunteers helping with hospitality that quickly fill requests.  It is a good committee to be on to get to know the teachers.

VIPS – Janice Foley

· Reported volunteer hours for September.  Numbers are given to the district.  Numbers used to determine Blue Ribbon school status and sometimes affect grants.
· Requested that board members send email to Janice with hours each month.

Post Graduate Center – Jan Lewallen

· Many students met with colleges who visited last week.  CSU and CU are still to come – large numbers of students always attend these sessions.
· Boettcher scholarship applications are underway.  Top 5% of class and students with top ACT/SAT scores may apply.  26 AHS students are eligible; 19 took information about the application.  November 1 is the application deadline.  A parent and former winner held a meeting with the students to discuss the application process.

· Juniors are visiting right now.  80-85% of juniors are coming in.

· Many great volunteers help at the Post Grad Center.  Volunteers learn about the programs and help students all on donated time.  Jan has enough volunteers but is keeping a list of other parents interested for future help.
.  
Principals report – Ron Booth

· Arapahoe’s mission is to get every student college ready
· PSAT being held today.  430 juniors registered to take the exam.  Several sophomores and a freshman also are taking the exam.  Only junior scores are considered for merit status. The PSAT test identifies National Merit Scholars.  Colleges receive booklets with semi-finalists scores and the schools they attend.  There is a lot of scholarship money available for scholars.  Arapahoe has 6 semi finalists and 10 commended scholars from last year.  A practice test was offered this year and will be encouraged next year. 
· Current enrollment is at 2147.  Current staffing is for 2150 students.

· SAC will meet Oct 26, 4:00PM.  Amy Oaks, director of secondary education will attend to talk about the budget.  70% of budget is used for personnel.  If cuts are made this is where it will be felt most.  SAC meetings are open to parents.
· Mr. Booth is observing new teachers now.  There are about 10 new teachers this year, some of them part time.  Teachers have a 3 year probation period.
· State money is generally earmarked for special education and Title One programs.  Even though we have increasing numbers of needy students we do not receive additional money to assist.

· Parent Teacher Conferences are tonight and tomorrow.  Luncheon provided by the PTO helps to bring together the faculty to talk and socialize.

· New Liquor store to open in Albertsons.  Concerned about advertising that could entice students.
· Q&A

· Students are not obeying the traffic signals.  Mr. Booth will make the security officers aware of the concerns presented.

· Some students question where money for hand sanitizers came from when the school is making cut backs.  The district provided the hand sanitizers.  They did not come out of the school budget.  The custodians are also wiping down high use areas to combat the H1N1 virus.
· Parents are welcome to observe in classrooms.  Please make arrangements with the teacher prior to visiting and check in at the office.
No Additional business

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 AM
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